ALDERSHOT

mittee meeting in connection with the care of soldiers*
wives and their children. I added to these duties by having
first aid and home-nursing classes at Government House,
and can still visualise our great activities and the keenness
of those who attended. I think, on looking back, that the
time we spent at Aldershot was our happiest, having such
a lot of interesting things to do, being in close contact with
the officers and their wives and, perhaps most of all, being
with our children again and living a real family life. It was
a happy change from the days when we had been so much
away from each other in India and while Douglas was at the
War Office, and the children certainly kept things lively.

Entertaining was a big factor at Aldershot, and Douglas
always found time to help me control this. I am sure I do
not know what we would have done without the valuable
assistance of Captain Baird, A.D.C. Usually dinners of a
dozen were given every week, because Douglas felt that at
small dinners he could get to know his officers better. But
there were also many large parties of thirty-six, usually a
yearly one on the King's birthday, and at other times for
official and foreign guests. I remember one very funny inci-
dent at a dinner given to the Bulgarians, Serbians and
Montenegrins not long before the outbreak of war in the
Balkans. None of our guests could speak a word of English,
and the generals then at Aldershot knew little French.
There were terrible silences, when suddenly an elderly
General who, to everyone's surprise, had recently married
but had been obliged to return from his honeymoon in order
to attend the dinner, was heard to say, "Mafernme et moi,
nous avons eu mal de c&url" He meant "mal cte mer\

Their Majesties the King and Queen visited Aldershot
three times during our stay there, 1912-13-14. The first
occasion was soon after we got established in Government
House, in 1912. Unfortunately this visit was rather marreti
by the death of the King of Denmark on the morning that
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